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Some thoughts on Heimo Zobernig's new works

The same Chessboard patterned blankets dominated Heimo Zobernig’s exhibition
woed-paintirg in Malmd this year. With the title Zobernig quoted the play "Tramalning"
(Wood Painting) by Ingmar Bergmann, which became famous as the movie Das siebente
Siegel, 1957. It tells the story of a knight who plays chess against Death, trying to postpone
his death through the game.

Since 2000 Zobernig continuously works with the grid structure, which in the painting theory
is seen as a radical rejection of the principles of illusionistic painting. When Zobernig uses
tape he even extends the topic while questioning the completion of an artwork in general.
Last mentioned method refers to Mondrian’s uncompleted grid picture

New York City 1 from 1941, in which he used tape instead of color, and which is presented
as a complete work (K 20, Dusseldorf).

By using the chessboard pattern Zobernig refers to the rationalistic spirit of the
Enlightenment and its typical black and white floors.

The blanket as textile evokes the costume of the harlequin who embodies the playful fight
against the social order.

Finally accomplished are the works if the viewer uses them as "daybeds".

Eschenbachgasse 9 A-1010 Vienna Tel +43 1 5857277 contact@meyerkainer.com www.meyerkainer.com


mailto:contact@meyerkainer.com
http://www.meyerkainer.com

