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DAMM IT ALL

Besides his friend Takashi Murakami Yoshitomo Nara is the worldwilde most successfull
Japanese artist of the younger generation.

In Japan thousands visit his exhibitions which most time are co-operations with the design
group GRAF. His last major exhibitions took place at the Pinakothek der Moderne in Munich
and at K21 in Dusseldorf.

Nara, born in 1959, tries as ,soft“ pop-artist not to get an Asian Warhol of the 21th century.
He prefers to be a maverick influenced by his childhood: ,| grew up together with animals
and apple trees and | often felt lonely“, he remembers. Both of his parents worked, so at the
age of seven he started to draw his playfellows. ,My emotions of that period are the source of
my work.”

Between the visual repertoire of Japanese Manga-comics and traditional Nihonga-painting
technic Nara developed a distinctive style. He studied from 1988 to 1993 at the Academy of
Arts in Disseldorf.

S-curves shape the chubby cheeks of his giant-headed kids, just a few lines outline their
fragile bodies abd their widened pupils with angry or asking expression. These little
monsters, painted on canvas or as toy like sculptures of sheep faced dogs, are boxing and
dreaming themselves through life.

In general his figures have androgynous features, but at his actual exhibition in Vienna girls
are dominating.

-Damm it All“ ist he theme of his parade by punk-princesses and bad girls. With their huge
eyes, red hair and defiant pouts they are part of a pseudo-idyllic cosmos.

Smoking, rocking, boxing, swearing — worse acts may follow if their inventor would allow it.

In an unfair world Nara encourages the girl to defend the free space which once was the
paradies of the childhood. Words fail the boy: ,,Only face in my mind.“



