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HEIMO ZOBERNIG

Over the last couple of years, Heimo Zobernig has proven to be one of the most important
artists of his generation. This is not only due to his teaching function in Hamburg, Frankfurt and
Vienna but also due to the principle-based conception of his oeuvre that stretches far in excess
of his roots in Minimal Art and Contextual Art. By this means Zobernig’s work appears as
extremely accessible and connectable for a whole generation of younger artists. His reflexive,
yet oeuvre-based attitude is exemplary among positions as those of his friends and collegues
Kippenberger, West, Krebber and Oehlen.

Numerous international instititions have honored his work, which in 2011 will be shown in solo
exhibitions at Kunsthalle Zurich (15.1.-20.3.2011), Museum Essl (1.4.-13.6.2011), and in the
context of a group exhibition at the Generali Foundation in Vienna (4.2.-17.7.2011).

For his current solo exhibition at Galerie Meyer Kainer Zobernig has designed an extensive
wall-installation, reverting to his early experiences as a stage designer. In the 1990ies this
practice opened out into designing Martin Kippenberger’s private appartment, where Zobernig
strung an entire room with white drawing paper. Later he covered two rooms of the Baden-
based art club Felsenvilla with blue and pink photo paper.

Zobernig’s longterm occupation with textile background materials, like the ones used for the
design of TV-studios (e.g. for Blue Boxes or Green Boxes) plays an essential role in the
conceivement of the wall installation. The mixed-media installation covering the whole wall, here
also serves as a display for new large-scale paintings.

The series of paintings are mainly held in a blue colour sceme and are hung in chronological
order, thus embedding the strong statements and gestures in a unifying painterly equilibrium
that renders the specific contents to indifference. In doing so, Heimo Zobernig referes to the
tradition of Ad Reinhardt rather than to that of Yves Klein.
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