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Gelatinetti Veneziani titles a series of sculptures by the artist collective Gelatin, which was first exhibited at 
Meyer*Kainer in Vienna in 2025.  
Gelatin created anthropomorphic, at times surreal works that represent a striking combination of figurative 
elements (such as plush toys and glass eyes) and artistic shaped ceramic vases.  
In doing so, they allude to a historical discourse, with the series' title evoking so-called Moretti Veneziani, 
historical pieces of jewelry. These precious objects are rooted in the tradition of the Serenissima, and 
originally commemorated the decline of the pirates. These pieces of jewelry are small, handcrafted 
sculptures, brooches, or earrings, usually depicting dark-skinned Moors wearing ornate turbans and gold 
embellishments. This reflects the ambivalence of the cultural discourse. At the time, the Morettis were 
commissioned by high-ranking Venetian nobles and goldsmiths as symbols of wealth and sophistication, 
while simultaneously representing racist stereotypes of a colonial history.  
Even in more recent times, so-called Moorings, monochrome designs featuring pearls, emeralds, or rubies, 
have remained highly popular and have been, and continue to be, prized collector's items by notable figures 
such as Grace Kelly, Barbara Hutton, Ernest Hemingway, Arthur Rubinstein, Elton John, and Liz Taylor. 
 


